June Canty’s notes

PESB Meeting 

March 18-19, 2009

Gig Harbor, WA

Wednesday:

· New endorsement programs were approved for Antioch, Gonzaga, and Whitworth.

· The St. Martin’s principal and program administrator program had  a focused site visit.  All standards are met and they were given full (4 year) approval.

· We approved a change in WAC language removing the requirement for instructional experience for the program administrator certificate.

· We voted to align the contract dates for the WEST-B and WEST-E contracts.

· We approved the new Pathways 1 & 2 charts.  The current chart remains in effect for teachers already in the process.

· We approved waiving the 90 days experience needed for K-8 teaching certificate holders seeking middle level math or middle level science via Pathway 2.  We approved accepting out of state teachers holding middle level math and middle level science to apply for WA middle level certificates according to the appropriate pathway.

· We reviewed the progress reports on the move to the new Standard V.  Teams of PESB members reviewed groups of progress reports and gave feedback.  Proposals that gave specific examples were found to be the clearest.  The lack of detail in some of the reports caused some Board members to voice concerns about whether higher ed folks are taking this charge seriously.  We finally agreed that we needed to be more clear in our questions in order to get more consistent responses.  PESB staff agreed to give more specific directions about the final proposals, including minimum and maximum lengths, font size, etc.   

· We discussed the request to allow out of state/out of country candidates for MIT/MAT programs to be allowed to substitute the PRAXIS II for the WEST-E.  We voted not to allow the exemption, but did ask for a study of the issue (number of candidates involved, etc.).

· The oral proficiency test (for Bilingual and Designated World Languages) will now be available for most languages in a computer form and the cost will drop to $65.

Thursday:

· Stephen Rushing began his term as Chair of the PESB.

· We heard a report from the Teacher Professional Certification administrators group on possible program design and the new assessment.  Sixteen pro cert coordinators were in attendance.  They recommended that candidates not be allowed to go straight to the external assessment.  Larry Lashway is preparing a letter to all residency certification teachers informing them of the changes, the pilot of the new assessment, and the timeline.

· We heard a proposal to allow ESDs to offer administrator professional certification programs.  ESDs are currently allowed to be the sole providers of teacher pro cert; none do.  The presenters (from ESD 189 and Edmonds SD) advocated that the experience would be more job-embedded and could focus on regional needs and issues.  AWSP is supporting the request.  We voted to direct staff to gather more data to see how many other ESDs are interested and to draft WAC language that would allow this, but would include encouragement of university partnerships.  We also verified that ESDs would be held to all the same standards (having a PEAB, site visits, etc.).

· We got an update on pending legislation.  The bills are moving forward that would change the composition and duties of the PESB and would move PEC to being under PESB.  The changes would go into effect July 1.  No decisions have been  made by the governor about which members would continue on the Board.  The Basic Ed Funding Task Force bills also assign additional work to the PESB.

· We reviewed the progress on the revision of Standards I-IV and discussed ways to streamline required reporting and move to reporting of more meaningful, evidence-based data and analysis.  We voted to amend the timeline and work to move to a more meaningful system.

· We heard a certificate suspension appeal.

